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soldiers knew the risks they assumed,’’ LTC 
Weinshel said. ‘‘They loved their mission and 
each other. They truly loved flying and told me 
so on several occasions.’’ During the service, 
speakers told those in attendance that the sol-
diers were focused on their work, but also 
smiled and offered hugs to break the tension 
while preparing helicopters for missions during 
deployment. 

SPC Gordon is survived by his father, Terry 
W. Gordon; his mother, Sabina R. Edwards; 
his sister, Terruna Gordon; his stepfather, 
David Edwards; and his two half-brothers, 
David Edwards, Jr., and William Edwards. 

SPC Gordon proudly serviced America. His 
sacrifice to protect the freedoms we all enjoy 
will not be forgotten. 
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Mr. BRENDON F. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to call attention to 
Wawa, Inc., a Pennsylvania based company 
that will be opening up their very first store in 
our nation’s capital tomorrow. The citizens of 
Pennsylvania are well acquainted with Wawa 
food stores; it’s where many of them go for 
their morning coffee as well as a common 
destination for fresh food at lunch or dinner 
time. 

Therefore I would like to recognize Wawa 
as a Pennsylvania company with a firm com-
mitment to fighting hunger and serving the 
greater good. At Thursday’s grand opening, 
Wawa will announce its ‘‘Lending a Helping 
Hoagie Program,’’ which will donate a portion 
of the new location’s first week of hoagie sales 
to the Capital Area Food Bank. Along with that 
program, Wawa will present the food bank 
with a grant of $10,000 to help launch its sus-
tainable ‘‘Fresh Community Market’’ initiative. 

Wawa’s efforts in the fight against hunger 
do not end there. Its Share Donation Food 
Program is a smart, compassionate program 
that quickly distributes leftover hot food—that 
would otherwise go to waste—to the commu-
nities that need it most. Additionally, until the 
end of this year, Wawa will continue its 
‘‘Check Out Hunger’’ campaign that allows 
customers to donate to Feeding America Food 
Banks at checkout. 

I am proud to say that this Pennsylvania in-
stitution, with the help of its loyal customers 
around the country, directly fights hunger in 
the communities it serves. Wawa stands as an 
example of a company that recognizes that its 
obligations do not end at its bottom line. It 
demonstrates that corporations do not have to 
choose between being prosperous and under-
taking initiatives to help communities. I ap-
plaud Wawa for its commitment to fighting 
hunger, and hope that other companies will 
follow its example and find innovative ways to 
make a difference in their community. 
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Festus Tigers Girls Cross 
Country team on winning the Class 3 Cross 
Country State Championship. 

This team and their coach should be com-
mended for all of their hard work throughout 
this past year and for bringing home the state 
championship to their school and community. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing the 
Festus Tigers Girls Cross Country team for a 
job well done. 
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Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare 
of Saint Paul, Minnesota on its 120th anniver-
sary of providing world class, compassionate 
care for children and their families. 

Before the turn of the 20th Century, two pio-
neering leaders, Jessie Haskins and Dr. Arthur 
Gillette, recognized the acute need to provide 
a place where children with disabilities could 
receive state-of-the-art care that was tailor- 
made to fit their needs. At their urging, in 1897 
the Minnesota legislature created what would 
later be named Gillette Children’s Hospital, the 
first such institution in the country to focus ex-
clusively on treating children with disabilities. 
Today, not far from its first location on the 
shores of Lake Phalen, Gillette Children’s 
Specialty Healthcare is celebrating 120 years 
of outstanding service to the public and 
groundbreaking treatment of children in our 
community and from around the globe. 

Gillette Children’s serves an incredibly im-
portant calling in our state and country. By 
staying focused on what a child can do, rather 
than what they cannot, Gillette Children’s 
helps to make the difference in how a child 
will recover and grow after receiving care. 
Caring for children and families from all across 
the United States and around the world, Gil-
lette Children’s has improved the lives of 
countless children and their families since day 
one. 

It is often said, that Gillette Children’s has 
soul. This is because it not just a hospital, but 
a special place that connects entire families. 
By providing lifelong care to individuals who 
were first treated there as children and now 
are adults, Gillette Children’s creates deep 
and meaningful bonds between the children, 
staff and volunteers. This unique practice is 
one of many reasons why Gillette Children’s 
stands out as an extraordinary example of ex-
cellence in care and community stewardship. 

As medical technology has improved, so too 
has Gillette Children’s capacity to treat young 
patients who experience some of the most 

complex, traumatic and rare conditions. Home 
to the James R. Gage Center for Gait and Mo-
tion Analysis, the hospital is one of only seven 
such accredited centers in the country that 
helps to improve mobility and walking among 
children who have walking and movement dis-
orders. 

Since its founding in 1897, staff devotion to 
compassionate and supportive care for chil-
dren undergoing treatment and recovery has 
remained steadfast. Today, each child’s emo-
tional well-being remains at the core of Gillette 
Children’s approach to medical care. Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in honoring the 120th 
anniversary of Gillette Children’s Specialty 
Healthcare for all that it does to improve the 
lives of children in Minnesota and beyond. 
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Marine Corporal 
(Cpl) Michael Brandon Presley who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice while defending our nation 
on December 14, 2005, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Cpl Presley died at Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center in Germany from 
wounds he sustained on December 12 from a 
suicide, vehicle-borne improvised explosive 
device, while conducting combat operations 
against enemy forces in Fallujah, Iraq. Cpl 
Presley was assigned to 2nd Combat Engi-
neer Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina. 

According to the Associated Press, Cpl 
Presley, a Batesville, Mississippi native, was a 
standout student at North Delta School. Cpl 
Presley was a lineman for the school’s 2000 
state football championship team when it won 
the Class 3A title. John Howell, North Delta 
School principal, said Cpl Presley kept in 
touch with his teachers while he was stationed 
overseas. ‘‘The neat thing that made him 
stand out for those of us who taught him was 
the way he made a point to reconnect with us 
periodically,’’ Mr. Howell said. ‘‘Often when 
you teach, you have to guess at the work that 
you’re doing. Brandon let us know that he ap-
preciated us, and that made him stand out 
more than other students I have taught.’’ 

The official website of the U.S. Marine 
Corps included a detailed account of Cpl Pres-
ley’s service and commitment to the Marine 
Corps. Cpl Presley joined the Marine Corps on 
September 22, 2003. He served with the 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, Okinawa, Japan, and 
subsequently reported to the 2d Combat Engi-
neer Battalion for duty as a motor transport 
operator in March 2005. Cpl Presley was a 
skilled operator remembered for his broad 
smile, love of live, and his devotion to duty. 
His accomplishments and warrior spirit will for-
ever grace the passage spaces of 2d Marine 
Division while attached to 1st Battalion, Sixth 
Marines. 
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